The Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Port Washington
North was held on Wednesday, April 22, 2020 at 5:00 pm. Pursuant to the
Governor’s Executive Order 103 the meeting was held via telephone conference. The
public was able to hear and participate in the meeting by telephone dial-in and,
additionally, the public was able to ask any questions through email.
Present:

Mayor
Trustees

Village Clerk Attorney
Court Reporter-

Robert S. Weitzner
Steven Cohen
Matthew Kepke
Michael Malatino
Sherman Scheff
Palma Torrisi
Stuart Besen
Jennifer Devlin

Also present: Treasurer Mary Jo Bella, Park Commissioner Howard Roth,
Emergency Manager Steven Kaplan

1.

Public Hearings
A.

Bill 1 of 2019 – Amending Economic Development B Zone

Mayor Weitzner opened the Public Hearing, duly adjourned from March 25, 2020, to
consider the adoption of Bill 1 of 2019, to amend Article XI – Economic Development
B District, Section 176-106B, to include and allow a movie and sound studio as a
permitted principal use in said zone, and additionally amending Section 176-114 to
allow a height not to exceed 65 feet for only a movie and sound studio. A
stenographic transcript of the hearing was made and is on file with the Village Clerk.
All those on the telephone dial-in conference call wishing to speak having been heard,
on motion of Trustee Malatino, seconded by Trustee Scheff, it was unanimously
RESOLVED that the public hearing for Bill 1 of 2019 be adjourned to Wednesday, May
27, 2020 at 5:00 p.m. by telephone dial-in conference call.
B.

Bill 1 of 2020 – Geese and Fowl on Public Property

Mayor Weitzner opened the Public Hearing, duly adjourned from March 25, 2020, to
consider the adoption of Bill 1 of 2020 to prohibit any person from placing, depositing,
spreading, distributing or otherwise disseminating, feeding on public property any
type of food, including but not limited to corn, bread, wheat, grains, crackers,
popcorn, chips, scraps or any other substance of food, as to make available to be
eaten by goose, geese, or other types of fowl. A stenographic transcript of the
hearing was made and is on file with the Village Clerk. All those on the telephone
dial-in conference call wishing to speak having been heard, on motion of Trustee
Scheff, seconded by Trustee Kepke, it was unanimously
RESOLVED that the public hearing for Bill 1 of 2020 be adjourned to Wednesday, May
27, 2020 at 5:15 p.m. by telephone dial-in conference call.
C.

Budget for Fiscal Year June 1, 2020 to May 31, 2021

1.
Mayor Weitzner opened the public hearing, duly advertised in the
April 22, 2020 Port Washington Times and posted on the official Village website on
April 17, 2020, to consider the adoption of the Tentative Budget as the final BUDGET
for the fiscal year June 1, 2020 through May 31, 2021. Budget Officer Bella
presented the proposed $2,592,397.00 budget and recommended that the tax rate
be $15.0638 per $100 of assessed valuation. A stenographic transcript of the
hearing is on file with the Village Clerk. All those wishing to speak having been heard,
Mayor Weitzner closed the public hearing.
was

2.

On motion of Trustee Cohen, seconded by Trustee Malatino, it

RESOLVED that the Budget for the fiscal year commencing June 1, 2020 through
May 31, 2021, as submitted by the Budget Officer, be and hereby is approved. A
copy of the Budget for 2020/21 appears below.

Vote was recorded as follows: Trustee Cohen-aye, Trustee Kepke-aye, Trustee
Malatino-aye, Trustee Scheff-aye, Mayor Weitzner-aye. Motion carried.
3.

On motion of Trustee Scheff, seconded by Trustee Malatino, it

was
RESOLVED that for the fiscal year June 1, 2020 through May 31, 2021 the tax be
and hereby is levied against each and every parcel of real property within the Village
of Port Washington North as shown on the last completed Assessment Roll at the rate
of $15.0638 per $100 of assessed valuation, and the Clerk is directed to extend and
carry upon the Assessment Roll the amount to be levied against each parcel of real
property shown thereon.
Vote was recorded as follows: Trustee Cohen-aye, Trustee Kepke-aye, Trustee
Malatino-aye, Trustee Scheff-aye, Mayor Weitzner-aye. Motion carried.
4.
On motion of Trustee Kepke, seconded by Trustee Scheff, it was
RESOLVED that a Warrant for the Collection of Taxes be issued to the Clerk in
the following form:

YOU ARE COMMANDED to receive and collect from the several persons named in
the assessment roll, the several sums named in the last column thereof opposite their
respective names, altogether a total of $1,400,000 for the purposes set forth in a
budget heretofore adopted for the fiscal year June 1, 2020 to May 31, 2021, a copy
of which is annexed to the minutes; and
You are hereby COMMANDED to receive as much taxes as may voluntarily be paid
to you from June first to and including July first of this year, without additional
charge; and all taxes for which payment has not been received and remain unpaid
after July 1, 2020, shall have added an additional five percent (5%) interest for the
month of July, and for each month and fraction thereafter, an additional interest
payment, which shall be computed at the maximum percentage rate permitted,
pursuant to the Real Property Tax Law, until said taxes and accrued interest are paid
in full; and you are to make a return of this warrant by February 1, 2021; and if
any tax on real estate or any interest herein placed upon the tax roll shall be unpaid
at the time when you are required to return this warrant and roll, you are to deliver
to the Board of Trustees an account of the taxes remaining due containing a
description of the lands upon which such taxes were unpaid as the same were placed

upon the tax list, together with the amount of the tax so assessed and interest
thereon.
Dated: April 22, 2020
__________________________________

Robert S. Weitzner, Mayor

Seal

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand as Clerk of the above Village this
22nd day of April 2020.
___________________
Vote was recorded as follows: Trustee Cohen-aye, Trustee Kepke-aye, Trustee
Malatino-aye, Trustee Scheff-aye, Mayor Weitzner-aye. Motion carried.
5.
On motion of Trustee Cohen, seconded by Trustee Malatino, it
was unanimously
RESOLVED that the annual salaries, effective June 1, 2020, for the officials be and
hereby are as follows:
Mayor
$5,000
Trustees
12,000
Planning Board 3,335
Board Appeals 3,000

Treasurer
$35,128
Clerk
85,478
Deputy Clerk
64,680
Supt Public Wks 26,449

Building Superintdnt $104.14/hr
Building Inspector
52.00/hr
Clerk to Village Justice 57.40/hr

and be it further RESOLVED that the salary, effective June 1, 2020, for the Special
Village Prosecutor is $225.00 per hour.
2. Clerk
A.

Minutes

On motion of Trustee Scheff, seconded by Trustee Kepke, it was unanimously
RESOLVED that RESOLVED that the reading of the minutes of the Board of Trustees
meeting of January 22, 2020 be waived and that they be and hereby are approved
as prepared by Clerk Torrisi.
B.

Special Districts

On motion of Trustee Kepke, seconded by Trustee Scheff, the following resolution
was unanimously adopted:
WHEREAS before the incorporation of the Village of Port Washington North the
territory was included within the limits of the following Special Districts: Port
Washington Garbage District, Port Washington Police District and Port Washington
Water District; and
WHEREAS a portion of the territory was included within the limits of the Port
Washington Water Pollution Control District; and
WHEREAS the Board of Trustees, after due consideration, has determined that it is
in the best interests of the Village that the Special Districts continue the service that
they heretofore rendered;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Trustees of the Village of Port
Washington North does hereby request the officers of the Town of North Hempstead
to extend for the year 2021 against the property in the area of the Village of Port
Washington North the following Special Districts’ taxes:
Port Washington Garbage District
Port Washington Police District
Port Washington Water District
and the said Board requests that the Town of North Hempstead extend for the year
2021 the Sewer Tax against the property of said Village within the limits of the Port
Washington Water Pollution Control District.

C.

Establishing a Regular Meeting Schedule

On motion of Trustee Malatino, seconded by Trustee Cohen, it was unanimously
RESOLVED that 3 Pleasant Avenue, Port Washington, New York, be and hereby is
designated as the place of the regular meetings of this Board until further notice and
that the day and time of said regular meetings shall be 7:30 p.m., with the
exceptions of the May 27, 2020 meeting, which shall be at 5:00 p.m. by telephone
dial-in conference call, and the March 10, 2021 meeting which shall be at 6:30 p.m.
at the Village Hall, 3 Pleasant Avenue, Port Washington, New York, on the following
dates:
May 27, 2020 (5:00p)*
June 24, 2020
July 22, 2020
August 26, 2020

September 23, 2020
October 28, 2020
November 18, 2020
December 16, 2020

* Teleconference

D.

January 27, 2021
February 24, 2021
March 10, 2021 (6:30p)
March 24, 2021
April 28, 2021

Advance Approval of Claims

On motion of Trustee Scheff, seconded by Trustee Kepke, the following resolution
was unanimously adopted:
WHEREAS, pursuant to Village Law Section 5-524(6), this Board, by resolution, may
authorize certain payments in advance of its audit of claims, in order to provide for
the smooth, continuous, and proper operation of the Village’s affairs,
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Village Treasurer is hereby authorized
to make payment in advance of audit of claims for electric, gas, water, sewer,
telephone services, cable, internet, postage, freight and express charges. All
such claims shall be presented at the next regular meeting for audit, and the claimant
and the officer incurring or approving the same shall be jointly and severally liable
for any amount disallowed by this Board.
3. Treasurer
A.
On motion of Trustee Kepke, seconded by Trustee Scheff, it was
unanimously
RESOLVED that the reading of the General Fund Abstract of Vouchers #220, totalling
$34,514.81, and the Trust & Agency Abstract of Vouchers #162, totalling $588.00,
be waived and that they be and hereby are approved as prepared by Treasurer Bella.
B.
Mayor Weitzner stated that Trustee Scheff has reviewed the bank
reconciliations.
4. Business
A.

Salerno Brokerage Corp. – Insurance

On motion of Trustee Cohen, seconded by Trustee Scheff, it was unanimously
RESOLVED that the Village of Port Washington North hereby authorizes Salerno
Brokerage Corp. to place the following insurance with NYMIR for the period 3/26/2020
to 3/26/2021 for a total renewal premium cost of $30,010.78, as more particularly
set forth below:
Package Policy including Property,
Equipment Breakdown, Crime &
General Liability

$13,450.68

Municipal Inland Marine

$ 1,091.20

Public Officials Liability

$ 4,420.90

Municipal Automobile

$ 2,449.90

Municipal Umbrella

$ 3,598.10

B.

General Code – Municity & LaserFiche

On motion of Trustee Malatino, seconded by Trustee Kepke, it was unanimously
RESOLVED that the Village of Port Washington North hereby authorizes a one-year
web-hosted General Code subscription to Municity at a cost of $2,910.00 and Data
Migration at a cost of $1,500.00, with the Village of Baxter Estates paying an equal
cost of $1,500.00 for its 50% share of the Data Migration, for a total cost of $4,410.00
to the Village of Port Washington North for Municity; and be it further
RESOLVED that the Village of Port Washington North hereby authorizes General Code
for a LaserFiche assurance plan at a cost of $994.00.
C.

Manhasset Bay Protection Committee

The Mayor reported that the Village of Port Washington North is a member of the
Manhasset Bay Protection Committee and reported on the committee's extensive
activities to promote and maintain the waterway's environmental quality, with
particular respect to stormwater management. Mayor Weitzner continued that the
Village has been very active in the initiatives the Manhasset Bay Protection
Committee has undertaken, and that the Village’s storm drains are being mapped by
the Town of North Hempstead.
On motion of Trustee Scheff, seconded by Trustee Malatino, it was unanimously
RESOLVED that the Village of Port Washington North will retain its membership in the
Manhasset Bay Protection Committee.
D.

ClearGov – Website Link

On motion of Trustee Scheff, seconded by Trustee Cohen, it was unanimously
RESOLVED that the Village of Port Washington North approves the engagement of
ClearGov for services, including placing a Covid-19 button on the Village’s website, at
a cost of $2,500.00 for one year and a $900.00 set-up fee, for a total cost not to
exceed $3,400.00.
E.

Town of North Hempstead – Safe Routes to School Agreement

On motion of Trustee Kepke, seconded by Trustee Malatino, it was unanimously
RESOLVED that the Village of Port Washington North hereby adopts the amendment,
extending the term of the intermunicipal agreement with the Town of North
Hempstead for the Safe Routes to School program to June 30, 2025.
On motion of Trustee Scheff, seconded by Trustee Malatino, it was unanimously
RESOLVED that the meeting be and hereby is adjourned at 5:40 p.m.
Palma Torrisi, Village Clerk

